The Identity of
John the Baptist
John 1:19-28

John 1:6-8


There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. This man came for a
witness, to bear witness of the Light, that
all through him might believe. He was not
that Light, but was sent to bear witness of
that Light.

John 1:15


John bore witness of Him and cried out,
saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He
who comes after me is preferred before
me, for He was before me.' "

Understand the role of
John the Baptist


He was not the Messiah (John 1:19-21)

Isaiah 9:6-7


For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is
given; And the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His
government and peace There will be no end,
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,
To order it and establish it with judgment and
justice From that time forward, even forever.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

Matthew 11:13-15


"For all the prophets and the law
prophesied until John. And if you are
willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to
come. He who has ears to hear, let him
hear!

Matthew 17:10-13


And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Why then
do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?"
Jesus answered and said to them, "Indeed,
Elijah is coming first and will restore all things.
But I say to you that Elijah has come already,
and they did not know him but did to him
whatever they wished. Likewise the Son of Man
is also about to suffer at their hands." Then the
disciples understood that He spoke to them of
John the Baptist.

Luke 1:15-17


"For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and
shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will
also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his
mother's womb. And he will turn many of the
children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will
also go before Him in the spirit and power of
Elijah, 'to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children,' and the disobedient to the wisdom of
the just, to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord."

Deuteronomy 18:15-16


" The LORD your God will raise up for you
a Prophet like me from your midst, from
your brethren. Him you shall hear,
according to all you desired of the LORD
your God in Horeb in the day of the
assembly, saying, 'Let me not hear again
the voice of the LORD my God, nor let me
see this great fire anymore, lest I die.'

Deuteronomy 18:17-18


"And the LORD said to me: 'What they
have spoken is good. I will raise up for
them a Prophet like you from among their
brethren, and will put My words in His
mouth, and He shall speak to them all that
I command Him.

Acts 3:22-23


"For Moses truly said to the fathers, 'The
LORD your God will raise up for you a
Prophet like me from your brethren. Him
you shall hear in all things, whatever He
says to you. And it shall be that every
soul who will not hear that Prophet shall
be utterly destroyed from among the
people.'

Acts 7:37


" This is that Moses who said to the
children of Israel, 'The LORD your God will
raise up for you a Prophet like me from
your brethren. Him you shall hear.'

Jesus recognized as the Prophet




John 6:14 Then those men, when they
had seen the sign that Jesus did, said,
"This is truly the Prophet who is to come
into the world."
John 7:40 Therefore many from the
crowd, when they heard this saying, said,
"Truly this is the Prophet."

Understand the role of
John the Baptist



He was not the Messiah (John 1:19-21)
He was God’s indispensable herald
(John 1:22-23)

Isaiah 40:3-5


The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
"Prepare the way of the LORD; Make
straight in the desert A highway for our
God. Every valley shall be exalted And
every mountain and hill brought low; The
crooked places shall be made straight And
the rough places smooth; The glory of the
LORD shall be revealed, And all flesh shall
see it together; For the mouth of the
LORD has spoken."

Understand the role of
John the Baptist





He was not the Messiah (John 1:19-21)
He was God’s indispensable herald
(John 1:22-23)
He had only a minor role in the overall
plan of salvation (John 1:24-28)
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